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On Dec. 7, Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori announced that since implementation of a new
anti-subversive campaign April 5, 1992, a total of 2,479 suspected terrorists have been arrested. Of
those, nearly 100 are currently serving life sentences. According to Fujimori, the arrest of Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path) leader Abimael Guzman and Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru, MRTA) leader Victor Polay represents the end of the
"myth of invulnerability" of those organizations. He added that new laws decreed by the emergency
government established with the April 5 "auto-golpe" enabled the police and armed forces to
become more efficient in combatting the insurgents. On Dec. 15, Fujimori told reporters that Maria
Lucero Cumpa, a founder and leader of the MRTA, was arrested in Germany a few months previous
and that the government is seeking her extradition. On Dec. 18, The Supreme Military Justice
Council (Consejo Supremo de Justicia Militar) ordered the "in absentia" trial of seven Sendero
leaders and three Sendero spokespersons. The ten will be subject to a special summary military trial
procedure in which they are likely to be condemned to life in prison. Those scheduled for trial are
Teresa Durand Araujo de Morote, Angelica Salas de la Cruz, Margie Clavo Peralta, Alberto Ramirez
Durand, Ostap Morote Barrionuevo, Judith Ramos Cuadros, Gerardo Saenz Roman, Maximiliano
Durand Araujo, Luis Arce Borja and Adolfo Olaechea Cahuas. On Dec. 26, car bomb attacks were
perpetrated against the Chinese, Austrian and Costa Rican embassies in Lima. Two days later,
car bombs exploded outside the Japanese and Chinese embassies in Lima. According to Interior
Minister Gen. Juan Briones, the attacks were carried out by an "unknown terrorist group" and not
by members of Sendero Luminoso. The bomb outside the Japanese Embassy injured 20 people
and caused extensive material damages to the embassy and adjacent buildings. The bomb attack
on the Chinese embassy injured two people and damaged several buildings. In early January,
Gen. Antonio Ketin Vidal was removed from his position as head of the National Anti-terrorism
Directorate (Direccion Nacional Contra el Terrorismo, DINCOTE). Although his appointment to the
post of National Police Inspector General was technically a promotion, the move provoked dismay
among the security forces and general populace. Vidal directed the operation which led to the
capture of Sendero leader Abimael Guzman and was considered a key element in the country's anti-
insurgency campaign. On Jan. 10, Prime Minister Oscar de la Puente, who also serves as Foreign
Minister, said in statements to reporters in Chile that Sendero Luminoso has been "practically
destroyed" in Peru. According to De la Puente, 95% of the Sendero leadership is in jail and a total
of 2,300 Sendero militants have been arrested and 198 sentenced to life imprisonment since April.
(Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 12/07/92; Inter Press Service, 12/07/92, 12/28/92; Spanish
news service EFE, 12/10/92, 01/02/93, 01/06/93, 01/10/93; Agence France-Presse, 12/10/92, 12/18/92,
01/01/93, 01/10/93)
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